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Multi-Cultural Landscape: Celtic Britain by M.R.Mumford   

 A mixture of research documents and web sites like: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_history  

Brief Pre-History of the Celts 3000BC-1200 Bronze Age, gradually Iron Age 
developed by 700 BC early evidence of Celts burying their iron swords with their dead. Over 
the last few years 1000’s of coins and rare objects have also been found, helping to trace the 
missing social and trading areas. We start with Stonehenge our most impressive prehistoric 
monument located in the English county of Wiltshire, about 3.2 kilometres (2.0 miles) west 
of Amesbury and 13 kilometres (8.1 miles) north of Salisbury. One of the most famous sites 
in the world, Stonehenge is composed of earthworks surrounding a circular setting of large 
standing stones. It is at the centre of the most dense complex of Neolithic and Bronze Age 
monuments in England, including several hundred burial mounds. 
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Archaeologists have believed that the iconic stone monument was erected around 2500 BC, 
as described in the chronology below. One recent theory however, has suggested that the first 
stones were not erected until 2400–2200 BC, whilst another suggests that bluestones may 
have been erected at the site as early as 3000 BC (see phase 1 below). The surrounding 
circular earth bank and ditch, which constitute the earliest phase of the monument, have been 
dated to about 3100 BC. The site and its surroundings were added to the UNESCO's list of 
World Heritage Sites in 1986 in a co-listing with Avebury Henge monument. It is a national 
legally protected Scheduled Ancient Monument. Stonehenge is owned by the Crown and 
managed by English Heritage, while the surrounding land is owned by the National Trust.  
Archaeological evidence found by the Stonehenge Riverside Project in 2008 indicates that 
Stonehenge served as a burial ground from its earliest beginnings. The dating of cremated 
remains found on the site indicate burials from as early as 3000 BC, when the initial ditch and 
bank were first dug. Burials continued at Stonehenge for at least another 500 years. Mankind 
learns new skills working in ever larger family groups. Spiritual culture can only grow in 
times when you have food and shelter and additional time to think and plan for a better life. 
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Early humans of all races helped each other to survive by hunter gathering  

But tin was equally indispensable to the people of old. When man emerged from the age in 
which his only tools and weapons were of stone, and began to use metal, his first metal was 
bronze. This is not found in the earth, but has to be manufactured. It is an alloy of copper and 
tin, the tin being added to the copper to give a harder product. 

The term "Celts" (Kelts) is often thought to refer an ethnic group, usually the Irish and/or 
Scots. However, it actually refers to a linguistic group of people who speak any of the Celtic 
languages. Modern Celtic languages left are: Breton, Irish, Cornish, Manx, Welsh and Scots 
Gaelic. The earliest evidence of the Celts was in Hallstatt, Austria. In the early 1800's nearly 
1000 graves were excavated in the nearby salt mines. Most of these graves and the artefacts 
date back to 700BCE. Further evidence suggests that the "Hallstadt period" may date back as 
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far as 1200BCE. Included in the extensive artefacts uncovered were iron weapons and 
accoutrements indicating that the Celts were arguably the first Europeans to use iron. 

 

 

Bronze implements and weapons of all kinds have been found, knives, axes, hammers, 
swords, daggers and saws, and it would be very interesting if we could know who first 
discovered how to make bronze, and still more so if we knew how the discovery came about. 

As soon as this compound metal came to be used its advantages were quickly recognised, and 
there was, of course, a demand for tin. In some way or other the Phoenicians, those great 
navigators and pioneers of colonisation, who might almost be called "the British of ancient 
times," discovered that there was tin in Cornwall. 
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They were an adventurous people, founding colonies, sailing the seas, and discovering new 
lands. In the course of one of their voyages they must have come to Britain, and going ashore 
found that the people were using the metal tin. They called the British Isles the Cassiterides, 
which means "the Tin Islands." 

At any rate they found tin in certain islands in the north, and it is generally agreed that these 
must have been the British Isles, for there are no other islands in the required situation which 
produce tin. Backwards and forwards the Phoenician vessels used to go, bartering various 
goods produced along the Mediterranean coasts for the tin which was found in Britain. 

The importance of Copper, one at the Great Orme, Llandudno North Wales, the other on Anglesey at 
Amlwch as a major producer of copper in Bronze Age Europe can be assessed, placing it in correct 
perspective to those mines in eastern Europe and the Near East. The eventual result will be to propose 
a chronology of development at the Orme during the Bronze Age period to recent centuries, and at the 
same time to contrast features and artifacts from these two recognized phases of mining.                             
http://www.greatormemines.info/ From rare materials to high value goods to trade. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coinage in Celtic society  
Celtic coins were produced across much of western and central Europe, from the end of the 
fourth century BC until the late first century BC on the continent, and between the late 
second century BC and the mid first century AD in Britain. The map below shows how 
different areas of the Celtic world made use of different Greek and Roman prototypes for 
their coinages. 

The stater of Philip II of Macedon. 
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The first significant developments in British Celtic coinage were directly related to 
continental types: a series of gold imports from Belgica, themselves inspired ultimately by 
Philip II's stater, and a complex bronze series, ultimately to be traced back to the Greek 
colony of Massalia (Marseilles) on the Mediterranean coast. A range of British imitations of 
these coins were produced in many different areas of the south and east of the country: the 
use of coinage in Britain was restricted almost entirely to the southeast of a line from the 
Severn to the Humber, in the regions occupied by the tribes shown below. 
Coinage help to date trading and migration between Celtic European Tribes. 

 
The main concern of these pages is with British Celtic coinage, which represented a final 
artistic and technical flourish in the 350 year development of coinage in Celtic Europe. 
Britain fell within the region most strongly influenced by the gold stater of Philip II of 
Macedon, which weighed between 8.5 and 8.6g and was struck in gold of about 95% purity. 
This coin was issued by Philip between 359 and 336 BC and by his successors - Alexander 
the Great, Philip III and Cassander - down to 294 BC. All of these leaders employed huge 
numbers of Celtic mercenaries, and it seems that it was through their service in 
Mediterranean armies that the Celts were first exposed to significant quantities of coinage. 
They took these coins back to their homelands, and perhaps in some cases also encountered 
them during trade with the Mediterranean world. In some areas they began to produce their 
own versions of the stater, and so began more than three centuries of coin production in 
Celtic Europe. http://www.predecimal.com/p1celtic.htm  
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Diachronic distribution of Celtic peoples: 
  core Hallstatt territory, by the 6th century BC 
  maximal Celtic expansion, by 275 BC 
  Lusitanian area of Iberia where Celtic presence is uncertain 
  the "six Celtic nations" which retained significant numbers of Celtic speakers into the Early 
Modern period 
  areas where Celtic languages remain widely spoken today 

 
The territory occupied by these tribes can be conveniently divided into two zones, a core and 
a periphery. The core comprised the most powerful late Iron Age kingdoms, to the north and 
south of the Thames, plus Kent, which for most of the period was controlled by one or other 
of these kingdoms. From about the end of the first century BC, these kingdoms produced 
increasingly Romanized coinage, indicating not only their proximity to Gaul, but also the 
enthusiasm with which their rulers engaged in trade with the continent. 
To the west and north of the core were the peripheral tribes, who were separated from direct 
access to the continent by the core, and who were generally more resistant to the processes of 
Romanization. They mostly retained the characteristically Celtic design of their coinage 
throughout the last years of their independence. 
It is traditional to view most of the Celtic coinages in Britain as tribal productions, but this is 
not always appropriate. There are no boundaries shown on the map above for a good 
reason: the boundaries we can reconstruct were not set down until the Roman period, and the 
earlier the coinage, the more problems there are in reconciling its distribution with the known 
boundaries. It is mostly preferable to use a geographical or neutral terminology, for example 
"south Thames" rather than Atrebates and Regni. 

© Celtic Britain e-Books Published by 
                      SAMPLE 
Mumfordbooks & Landscape Guides Ltd 2011 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hallstatt_culture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lusitania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_nations


© Celtic Britain e-Book Published by Mumfordbooks & Landscape Guides Ltd 2011 
 

© Great Britain Heritage Series of e-Book-downloads, CD/DVD/PDF at:  www.landscape-guides.co.uk   | 
Error! No text of specified style in document. 

8 

 

Page

8 

Page

8 

 

 
The above Celtic design demonstrates the booty of war, until the Romans came, there was 

with no written language, everything had to be in a stylised imagery. 
There are also some problems with the concept of tribal production. There are many types of 
British Celtic coin which have very localized distributions, or which were produced in 
particularly limited quantities, perhaps subject to need, or to the availability of bullion and of 
suitably skilled metalworkers. These were almost certainly not tribal issues, but the products 
of smaller areas - perhaps subdivisions of the tribal unit - or of minor and relatively transitory 
authorities. Coinage in this society provided an ideal means by which nobles or kings could 
make gifts and payments to their followers, and thus enhance their prestige: a process which 
was absolutely essential to the success of the ruler in question and to the maintenance of the 
wider social hierarchy. The gold and silver coins of this period were not used in run-of-the-
mill, everyday exchange, or even in regular trade with the outside world, but primarily in this 
traditional function of gift exchange. The status of the bronze coinages is harder to ascertain, 
but they were probably intended mostly for subsistence or as payments for service; it may be 
argued that some of the commonest bronze coins of the last years of British Celtic 
independence functioned rather more like our coinage today. For any economic system to 
work and prosper real wealth is generated by additional usefulness built in to the supply and 
demand. By helping the whole supply chain to develop to more countries over the centuries. 
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